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Looking Back on the First Decade

The past ten years have seen many old assumptions about the role of
government turned upside down. The continuing revolution that began
in the eighties owes much to pressures from technologies and a
competitive world economy, but even more to a wave of fresh ideas that
swept away the intellectual complacency of previous decades. Many of
those ideas were promoted by a handful of independent research
centers whose sole reason for being was to question established opinion.

The Manhattan Institute was at the forefront of this movement,
beginning with its introduction, in 1980, of a book that boldly
challenged the economic pessimism of the day: George Gilder's
Wealth and Poverty. At a series of New York forums held that year and
the next, Gilder, then the Manhattan Institute's program director, spelled
out in gripping and accessible terms the key insights of supply-side
economics, and the possibilities it offered for economic renewal.

The Institute has challenged received opinion in other fields as well.
Charles Murray's Losing Ground (over 60,000 copies in cloth and paper
sold since 1984) sparked a national debate on welfare reform, while
Peter Huber's Liability (over 22,000 cloth copies sold since 1988) helped
initiate a broad-based "counterrevolution” in judicial thinking,.

An additional objective — to strengthen our internal structure so
as to ensure a more consistent flow of good work in future years — led
us to establish several individual units concentrating on specific policy
areas. The Center for New York Policy Studies was launched in 1985,
followed by the Judicial Studies Program the next year. Our work on
reforming America's schools came under the imprimatur of the Center
for Educational Innovation in 1989, with its distinguished advisory

board chaired by Institute trustee Peter Flanigan.

A Message from
the Chairman and

the President

Charles Brinie

William Hammett






